Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
Scripture:          Matthew 2:13-15 (Pg. 3 NT. Pew Bible)   

                                    Gerry Wiest, Lay Reader
          Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
       Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:              “When God Says to Move!!”     

Dedication of Offering
*Hymn -       “As With Gladness Men of Old”              Page 163

*Benediction  

*Silent Meditation  
*Extinguishing of candles
*Greeting:                                   

                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
             L: “Go now in peace.” 

*Postlude  
Worship Service: We welcome you today, December 31, 2023, the First Sunday after Christmas/New Year’s Eve Morning!  Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
GREETERS: Dec. 31st - Marie & Chris Herb, 3rd person TBA; Jan. 7th & 14th, 2024 - Donna Novinger, Ann Hale, 3rd person TBA. 
ANNOUNCERS: Dec. 31st - Diane Shaffer; Jan. 7th thru 28, 2024 - Sue Faust.
LAY READERS: Dec. 31 - Gerry Wiest; Jan. 7, 2024 - Sharon Fetterhoff.  If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: Dec. 31st - Sharon Fetterhoff (Discuss Lesson 5); Jan. 7 & 14, 2024 - Marie Herb (Lesson 6); Jan. 21 & 28 - Ed & Peggy Berra (Lesson 7); Feb. 4 & 11 - (Lesson 8 Final of Season 3). If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  We are on Season Three of “The Chosen” we discuss Lesson 5 on Dec. 31sh and view Please join us. 

PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
                                    [image: image1.jpg]



                          Then Joseph Got Up
             took the child and his mother by night,
                       and went to  EGYPT.

                                  Matthew 2:14 NRSV

December 31, 2023

New Year’s Eve Morning
First Sunday after Christmas
Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

     Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
                           We wish you and your family                          

                      a Healthy, Safe, Happy New Year!

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Alan Snyder
December 31, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - 

First Sunday after Christmas - New Year’s Eve Morning
    (*Please stand as you are able)

       Lighting of Candles 
      Prelude   
Announcements                                                                                                                 Diane  Shaffer  
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                            Diane Shaffer               

L:  This is the first Sunday after Christmas, and the last Sunday of the year.
P:  It is a time for thanksgiving, good cheer, and generosity.
L:  And why not? Christ has come to share our lives as one of us,
P: to assure us that God is with us!

ALL: Therefore, let our worship this day be one of joy and praise!
  L: Come, let us worship together!                        
      *Hymn -   “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”             Page 133 

*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
O God, our Father, we confess that in this holy season we have spent so much time adoring the Baby Jesus, that we sometimes act as though he always remained an infant, cradled in a manger. Remind us again, Lord, that Jesus came to walk among us, to share our human lives, to be our brother. Have Mercy upon us and turn us from our foolish ways that we may truly be your disciples. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon     
The Psalm: 148:1-14 (Responsive)                                  
  L: Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights!
 P:  Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host! 
L: Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars!
P: Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens!
L  Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he commanded and they were created.
P: He established them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed.
L: Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps.
P: fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command!
L: Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars!
P: Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds!
L: Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!
P: Young men and women alike, old and young together!
L:  Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; his glory is above earth and heaven.

P: He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful, for the people of Israel who are close to him.
ALL: Praise the Lord!
 Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 
  We believe that Jesus came in the fullness of time to bring new joy to the world and the poor and the lonely. He came on a cold winter’s night when the world was hushed and still. Only the stars kept watch as a promise was fulfilled. Just as a Child newly born He came to a stable rough and bare - ‘Twas gentle Jesus, Shepherd, Savior, King of Kings, Prince of Peace, the blessed Son of God!
Hymn -                “The Birthday of a King”              Page 162
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

                                    CHURCH CALENDAR 
Dec. 31 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (1st Grade classroom)
                 10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service /Online-Hymnal
Jan. 1, 2024 - Happy New Year’s Day!  (Church offices closed)
Jan.   3 -  10:00AM to Noon - Senior Center is open.
Jan.   7 -  9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (1st Grade classroom)
                10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service /Online- Organist) - Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship; Communion Servers - Bob Endy, Bridget Campbell; Confirmation Class meets after Worship Service
Jan.   9 -  5:15-6:30PM - Free Community Meal

Jan. 10 -  10:00AM to Noon - Senior Center is open.

Jan.  14 -   9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (1st Grade classroom)
                 10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service /Online-Hymnal
                  Confirmation Class meets after Worship Service
No Fellowship meal today as we will have a congregational meal next Sunday, Jan. 21 following Annual Congregational Meeting

NO DEACONS IN JANUARY, ELDERS WILL MEET ON JANUARY 29th at 1:00PM in place of February meeting.                        
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS:  Dec. 31st - Sue Faust & Donna Novinger; Jan. 7th & 14th- Bridget Campbell & Sharon Fetterhoff.  We welcome and encourage all Children to come to Sunday School!      Come and join the fun!    
CORRECTION TO YOUTH S.S. PROJECT: The donated amount for Samaritan’s Purse received: total of $327.00 of which $150.00 to be used to purchase blankets & bedding and $177.00 to mission hospitals to help with health care. Thank you again for your support! (It was incorrect in last bulletin as $50.00 for blankets/bedding.)
HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER NEWS! The HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER is open on Wednesdays from 10:00AM to 12:00 PM.  (3rd Wednesday is Card party from Noon to 3:00PM)
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.          
                 PRAYER REQUESTS   *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, & cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  
*Darian Enders,(Sharon Fetterhoff’s nephew, surgery on Jan. 4);*Nicole Carron Young, (Hosp., surgery, Carol Fetterhoff’s Friend); *Ken Bechtel, (Home); *Isaac Lenker, (Hosp., serious injuries); *Meredith Harris, (Hosp., serious injuries)  *Kevin Ramper, (Home recuperating, Donna Donahue’s son-in-law); *Scott Hebert, (Fox Rehab Rm. 211, Karen’s husband); *Rose Harris & Martin and Molly Raker, (Family members of Peggy Berra); *Earla Shiffer, (Pat/Ed Dobbin’s friend); *Dave Shutt, (Shirley Miller’s brother); *Joan Blosser; Mary & Ken Zeigler; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Esther Masser;  Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Marissa Faust; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Sue Maichle; Greg Gelnett, (broken ankle); Jody Russell;  Chad Kitchen; Ray Aubil; Carol Brown; Frank Kitchen; Steve Long; Lori Graeff;  Janelle Seeger; Dawne Wilks; Roxanne Laudenslager; Barbara Wild;  Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Jerry Sturm;  Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Kenny Minnich; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Tracey Knauss; Nancy McElrath; Tom Little;  Don Markel; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father);  John Lazor; Kelly Shutt;  Sarah Stromberg; Sue Hine; Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); Dwayne Miller;  Kevin Conrad;  Rick Miller, (Carl Miller’s son); Jason Zeigler;  Greg Brown; Ashleigh Lazor; Viola Shiner, Charlie Shertzer’s sister); Mike Lesher; Jack Geyer; Gary Geyer; Natalie Shaner (Craig/Carole Fetterhoff’s 8 yr-old-niece);
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas; Betty Lebo; Vickie Shoffler; Hannah Klinger
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you. 
2024 OFFERING ENVELOPES are on the table in the narthex. Please pick up your envelopes.
THANK YOU: 

I sincerely want to thank all of you for the cards and your very generous gifts and continued kind words of encouragement and support expressed to me through the Advent and Christmas Season. I am humbly grateful for your kindness. I look forward to all God has in store for The Valleys and myself as your interim. God has blessed me with the opportunity to serve you and it has been a joy. Again, thank you and may God continue to richly bless you in your ministry.

                                                Love,

                                                Pastor Kris

BLANKETS AND PILLOWS are needed for the Men’s Bethesda Mission in Harrisburg. If you wish to donate some, please see Jan Quinn as she is taking care of this mission.
DARTBALL - All Games begin at 7:00PM 

Christmas Break- No games Jan. 1 or Jan. 8; Games resume on Jan. 15, 2024 with Valleys at St. John’s Lutheran.

ZUMBA meets on Mondays 6:00-7:00PM except when there is a home Dartball game.

GIRL SCOUTS MEETINGS: 
G.S. Leaders meet the First Monday of each month, 6:00-9:00PM;  Troop 11300 meets the 2nd & 4th Mondays of the month, 6:00-7:30PM;  Troops 11570 & 10728 meet the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month, 6:00-7:30PM; Troop 11301 meets the 2nd Thursday of the month, 6:00-7:30PM.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: Our church profile is completed and we are reviewing candidate profiles. More updates as we progress in this process. (Pastoral Search Committee meets the 2nd and 4th Mondays and at other times as needed.)

PLEASE NOTE: Please address correspondence to  The Valleys E.C.C. P.O. Box H Halifax, PA 17032 for all correspondence or the post office will return it to you as the post office is enforcing this change. Thank you!

FREE COMMUNITY MEAL is on Tues., Jan. 9th from 5:15-6:30PM, eat at church only. Menu: Lasagna, garlic bread, salad, Fruit salad, dessert.  Please reserve meals by Dec. 7th. Please see sign-up sheet for meal donations and helpers.                     
                   UPCOMING EVENTS AT VALLEYS:

Annual Reports are due from the following committees! (Pastor, Council President, Elders, Deacons, Mission Committee.) Please give the reports to the church secretary by Monday, January 1, 2024 for sufficient time to prepare reports for the Annual Congregational meeting on Sun., January 21, 2024.
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 21, 2024  following Worship Service; the meeting will be followed by the Congregational Meal, please bring a covered dish to share, meat will be provided by Valleys. More details in upcoming bulletins.

COUNCIL REORGANIZATION MEETING will be on Wednesday, January 24, 2024. INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS will be held on Sunday, January 28, 2024 during worship service.

                    NOMINEES FOR 2024 BALLOT

Deacons - Norine Goss, Gary Snyder, 3rd person needed
Adult Sunday School Superintendent - Sharon Fetterhoff

Youth Sunday School Superintendent - Marie Herb
Nominating Committee - Marie Herb, Bob Endy

Mutual Ministry Committee - Bridget Campbell, Carol Knight and 2024 Vice-President of Council (TBD)

East Coast Conference Delegates - Maximum 3 delegates and Pastor *This is in person; mostly likely in a New England state; it takes place the last weekend of April. *No delegates to date - will open up the floor for nominations/volunteers.

National Annual Conference Delegates - Maximum 3 delegates & Pastor *This can be in person OR virtual. 2024 session will be in Kentucky; it takes place the end of June. *No delegates to date - will open the floor for nominations/volunteers.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SERVICE CANCELLATION POLICY     ***************************************************************************
If a service or activity has to be cancelled due to adverse weather conditions during the winter, please check the following TV stations - WHTM Channel 27 and WHP Channel 21 to see if Valleys appears on their cancellation display.
**************************************************************************       

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for December 31, 2023

Invocation:

Lord our God, You are our light and our life.  In our longing to live by Your Word we lift our eyes to you.  Let Your Word come into our hearts.  Let Your Word help us to understand our lives and our time, so that we can recognize Your leading in everything and gather courage every day in spite of our weakness, sins, and faults.  We can feel that You are among us.  Let the light of Jesus Christ shine out as we worship You this day.  In Jesus we pray.  Amen.

Scripture:  Psalm 148, Matthew 2:13-15

Sermon:  



“When God says to Move!”

Christmas as we know it is over.  However, many of us will be celebrating with friends and family into the New Year.  We had our Christmas party with my kids on Friday.  And I have another Christmas Party with George’s family next week.  And then after that I will be thinking of restoring order to my life, packing away the ornaments and all the decorations and symbols of Christmas.  I will be rearranging things and organizing the house, and even the closets so that everything fits in its place.  And here at church we will be doing the same.  But not only we will be rearranging our homes and church – we will be planning for what is to come in the New Year in our personal lives and in the church.  And we do this with mixed emotions – wanting to go back to the manger and all the celebrations and yet we want to move forward – to do a new thing as God leads us into the New Year.

Think of what it was like for Mary & Joseph.  We spend weeks before Christmas preaching about the events leading up to, and including, the birth of Jesus.  We seldom hear a sermon about what happened to them after Christmas.

Some people don’t consider Joseph to be a very important character in the Christmas story. The Bible doesn’t record anything that Joseph ever said.  He is usually ignored.  The emphasis is always on Jesus, Mary, the Shepherds, and the Wise Men.  This morning, Joseph is the central character.

Joseph goes to bed and has a dream.  Now, this isn’t the first dream that Joseph has.  While an angel appeared to Mary and told her of her forthcoming pregnancy, God always spoke to Joseph in a dream.  The angel tells Joseph in the dream to flee to Egypt, because Herod is going to try to kill Jesus.  There are several things I want us to see here.

Think about what this meant for Joseph.  He and Mary had traveled from Nazareth to Bethlehem expecting to stay only for a few days and then return.  They hadn’t planned on moving!  Their family was back in Nazareth, they hadn’t even said “good-by”.  They didn’t bring a wagon, loaded with their furniture, valuables, and furnishings.  Joseph probably had a carpenter shop back in Nazareth, what would happen to that?  In the middle of the night, God said “Move!”  Joseph didn’t argue with God.  He didn’t ask God for “Plan B”.  He didn’t wait to try to figure it all out.  He just obeyed.  I think that’s why God chose Joseph to be the stepfather of Jesus.  God knew his heart, that Joseph was sensitive to God’s will.

See also that when God calls, He provides!  God would not have told Mary and Joseph to go to Egypt, and then say, “You’re on your own, good luck!”  They would need enough money to live on while down in Egypt, and God provided it for them through the Wise Men.  They brought gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh that were very costly gifts that could have been sold and the money used to get by.

We always leave this part out of our pageantries.  Mary and Joseph and baby Jesus running for their lives, fleeing the country.  Infants being killed.  It’s not a part of our holiday picture, is it?  And yet it was fulfillment of prophecy.  

We see that it had been God’s plan all along for Jesus to come out of Egypt, just like His children did 1500 years before under Moses.  Mary and Joseph wouldn’t be alone in Egypt.  By this time, Egypt was also under Roman rule, but Herod didn’t have any power there.  There were already multiplied thousands of Jews who had fled there to find safety from wicked King Herod.  There were Jewish settlements there, with synagogues and a Temple.  The land that had once enslaved the Jews, God used to now protect the Jews. But King Herod finally dies, not long after Mary and Joseph go to Egypt and Joseph has another dream.  An angel speaks to him once again to tell Joseph it is time to go back home.  God had protected them and now it was time to return to Israel.  In a series of dreams, they were instructed to go to Nazareth, a small-town famous for not being famous.  No one had ever heard of Nazareth.  It was so insignificant, that it is recorded that Nathanael said, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”

God wanted his Son raised in a place outside of politics, outside of prosperity, outside of notoriety.  He wanted His Son to be raised in a simple village, without fame or prestige.  There were a lot of gentiles in the area, and God wanted Jesus to be raised in that environment.

What can we learn from all of this?

1. The first thing we can learn is that the safest and best place to be, is where God leads you.  Jospeh followed the Angel’s instructions in a dream and escaped to Egypt.  The safest and best place you can be is in the center of God’s will.  Whatever path you take in life, God knows where it will lead.  How much better to follow the path that He leads you down.

2. The second thing that we can learn is that we are not exempt from troubles.  Look at all the suffering and trouble that the first Christmas brought about:  Mary and Joseph fleeing for their lives, Multitudes of innocent babies killed by a mad King.

3.  The third thing we learn is that God came to fulfill his promise, to give the world a Savior.  And God in his mighty power did just that.  He sent us Jesus Christ.  

In our struggle wanting to go back to Christmas and yet wanting to move forward, we can have both.  We can take Jesus with us.  As we reorganize our lives Jesus should be right there at the center.

Let us journey with Jesus.  Let us continue to follow the story as the Holy family travels into and out of Egypt.  Let us take the road out of Egypt for that is why He came.  To lead us out of bondage to indifference and self-centeredness, out of pain and sorrow that enslaves us, out of an unjust way of living.  Jesus will lead us.  He has already climbed the mountain.  He has walked on the stormy waters and survived the wilderness.  He has navigated the deserts.  He will lead, push, carry us if need be.

There is no need to turn back, just move forward because Jesus is here and ready to lead us.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:

Eternal God, as we come to a new year and ponder the meaning of this Christmas, we pray that You would be with us as we reflect upon all the possibilities that lay ahead of us.  We are overwhelmed that You called each of us into being.  That we were only a thought to You before our birth, that You gave us a name, that You made us all in our own uniqueness when You could have fashioned someone else. To us this is a mystery.  We thank You for Your creative love which made us and for Your redeeming love which makes us whole.  

Lord, help us to receive each day as a gift and not as a burden.  Help us to see every day as an opportunity to be seized.  Give us courage when we would find it easier to hide.  Give us mountains to climb when we would rather dwell in the valleys.  Give us power even in our weakness to overcome.  

We bring before You all of the special needs in our church and community - those recovering from illness or affliction; those recovering from surgery.  Touch each with Your grace.  Touch our world and be especially with those who have been devastated by turmoil.  Bring peace and recovery to the nations and a will to live in harmony.  Bring the peace that only Christ Jesus can give.  In His precious name we pray now the prayer He taught us to pray . . . “Our Father . . . Amen.”

Benediction:

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you; the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.  Amen.

